
To see details of Bim Afolami’s advice surgeries, please visit his website: bimafolami.co.uk

Dates of AGMs

Wheathampstead Branch AGM - Tuesday 27th February 2018 from 19:30 
at Dairy Cottage, Lamer Ln, Wheathampstead, St Albans AL4 8RG

Hitchin Branch AGM - Monday 5th March 2018 from 19:30 
at The Sun Hotel Hitchin, SG5 1AF

Harpenden Branch AGM - Monday 19th March 2018 from 19:30 
at 5 Grasmere Av, Harpenden, AL5 5PT

Hitchin & Harpenden AGM - Friday 13th April 2018 19:15 for 19:30 
at The Cassel Memorial Hall, West Street, Lilley LU2 8LH
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Message from Bim Afolami MP

BLUE CHIP 

I hope you had a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! I would 
like to thank everyone who helped organise one of our Christmas 
events; the Wheathampstead Christmas Supper, the Hitchin Christ-
mas Soiree, the Harpenden Christmas Quiz, and the Hitchin New Year 
Lunch. They were all well attended and, most importantly, great fun!

My response to the proposed expansion of Luton Airport

I held a debate in Westminster Hall earlier this month on Luton 
Airport expansion, in response to the airport’s announcement last 
month that it plans to more than double its passenger numbers to 38 
million per annum. The debate was attended by Paul Maynard MP, a Parliamentary Under 
Secretary of State in the Department for Transport.

I explained to the Minister how Luton is an unsuitable and unsustainable airport for expansion 
of such magnitude given the significant increase in flights over the past few years and the 
shocking increase in the number of complaints from Hertfordshire residents. I also highlighted 
the conflict of interest that exists as the airport is owned by London Luton Airport Ltd on 
behalf of Luton Borough Council, which is currently the authority responsible for setting 
passenger limits.

Following my speech, I was pleased that Mr Maynard confirmed, on behalf of the Govern-
ment, that the proposed expansion will be a decision taken by the Planning Inspectorate with 
reference back to the Secretary of State, and therefore that it will not fall to Luton Borough 
Council to approve the decision.

I am very pleased to have had such a considered and helpful response from the Government 
on this important issue. I have written to the Minister to ask for clarity on exactly how matters 
will proceed and will continue to monitor the issue closely.

What’s On in the Constituency?

The H&HCA 2018 Annual Dinner  
with guest speaker Andrea Leadsom MP

at Mid Herts Golf Club, Gustard Wood,  
Wheathampstead, AL4 8RS  

from 7.30pm for 8.00pm on Friday 2nd March 
See invitation for more details.

The Harpenden Christmas Quiz
at St John’s Church Hall, Harpenden, AL5 1DJ
6.45 for 7.00pm on Saturday 17th March 2018

See invitation for more details.

Drinks with Priti Patel MP
at The Harpenden Arms, 188 High Street, Harpenden, 

AL5 2TR 
from 5.00pm on Saturday 28th April 2018 

See invitation for more details.



A Message from the Chairman

Helping your local District Council candidate

I'd like to thank everyone who came out to our local candidate 
selection evenings to select their candidate for the 2018 District 
Council elections. Congratulations go out to all of the candidates 
selected by their local members.

We rely on our local Councillors to make sure that Hitchin & 
Harpenden is a fantastic place to live and work. Thanks to the efforts of our Councillors, we 
have worked hard in SADC and NHDC to protect public services in the face of significant 
cuts from central Government. Our Councillors work exceptionally hard for us and we all 
appreciate the work they do to represent local people and resolve local issues.

I would like every member to think about how you can help your local candidate campaign 
in the upcoming elections. Helping your candidate win can be as simple as delivering a few 
leaflets, or knocking on a few doors. If you want to give your local candidate a hand then by 
all means get in touch with them. If you don't know their contact details then by all means 
contact our office and we'll let you know how you can reach them.

If you don't receive our emails then you should email the office asking to be added to our 
mailing list, since we send out information on 'Action Days' via email. Action Days are days 
where a group of local members meet up to deliver or canvass a big area of a ward. They're 
a fun way to get involved and help us win these elections.

Coming out to our AGM

As a member you will be entitled to attend and vote at the Association's Annual General 
Meeting, which will be held on Friday 13th April at Lilley Memorial Hall. I would encour-
age members to come out and join us if possible to hear me and the other Officers of the 
Association deliver our reports, as well as Bim. 

It also gives members the chance to scrutinise the work of the Association and vote for the 
Officers who run the Association on a day-to-day basis. So I hope to see you on the 13th.

With best wishes,
Matt Stephens, 
H&HCA Chairman

Meet Andrea Leadsom at our Annual Dinner on 2nd March

My colleague Andrea Leadsom has agreed to speak at our 
Annual Dinner in March. Andrea became a star of the leave 
campaign during the EU Referendum, and then found herself 
an unexpected challenger to Theresa May in the ensuing  
Conservative Leadership contest.

The Dinner will be held at Mid Herts Golf Club in Wheathamp-
stead, and I hope you all take the opportunity to come along 
and hear Andrea’s thoughts on the future of the Party. You can 
purchase your tickets using the form included in this mailing.

Public Accounts Committee

In September, I was elected (by fellow MPs) to the Public Accounts Committee.  This is 
the oldest select committee in Parliament, and our role is to examine government spending 
across all departments to ensure that it’s being spent efficiently and on the right things.  I 
recently led on an inquiry into current problems with teacher recruitment and retention, and 
invited Alan Henshall – Head Teacher at Roundwood Park in Harpenden – to give evidence 
to the committee in public.  Mr Henshall was very clear in outlining the problems he faces, 
and how we need to improve things.  Sam Hankin, a young teacher at the Priory school in 
Hitchin, also submitted written evidence to the inquiry, and was an extremely important voice 
in highlighting the challenges for new teachers entering the profession. 

It was great to be able to use my position on a high profile parliamentary committee to allow 
local leaders like Alan and Sam a platform to raise issues and concerns at a national level.

Villages Q&A - 8th June 2018 at Lilley Memorial Hall

I will be holding a meeting on the evening of 8th June with local Parish and District Coun-
cillors for an open discussion on all issues which affect residents in our villages, such as 
education, transport, housing and any other topic that people want to raise. If you want to 
attend this meeting, then email Howard Byers at: tory-herts@btconnect.com

How to get in touch

As ever, please get in touch if you would like to know my views on something, or if there’s 
something you’d like me to get involved in/an event you’d like me to attend - please email 
me at: bim.afolami.mp@parliament.uk

With best wishes,
Bim Afolami


